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CNS Driver Training Center 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 
WHEN CAN I START? 

The �me you start will be completely dependent on your availability and our CDL Instructor availability. 
We are very flexible and can usually meet �ght deadlines, but there are factors that could delay the 
training process. 

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO FINISH? 

You should be able to complete your training and get your CDL within 30 days of your final sign-up and 
enrollment. This means you are completely paid up, we have all necessary documenta�on (Physical, 
Drug Test, MVR, etc.) and are able to put you on the training schedule. 

WHY IS COMPANY CONTRACT TRAINING CHEAPER? 

To u�lize Company Contract Training you need to work for a company that is paying for your CDL or own 
your own company, which would be taking on paying for the CDL. Ul�mately, it is a different program 
specific to an employee of a company and there are different requirements than the CDL School Training. 

WHO MUST HAVE A COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE (CDL)? 

What is the defini�on of a commercial motor vehicle (CMV)? 

• a combina�on of vehicles with a gross vehicle weight ra�ng of 26,001 or more pounds, provided 
the vehicle being towed is in excess of 10,000 pounds; 

• a single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight ra�ng of 26,001 or more pounds; 
• a vehicle designed to transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver; 
• a school bus; or 
• any vehicle that is transpor�ng hazardous materials and is required to be placarded in 

accordance with State and Federal regula�ons. 

Commercial motor vehicles do not include: 

• implements of husbandry; 
• any motor home or recrea�onal trailer operated solely for personal use; or 
• motorized construc�on equipment, including, but not limited to, motorscrapers, backhoes, 

motorgraders, compactors, excavators, tractors, trenchers and bulldozers. 

 

WHO MUST SUBMIT A SELF-CERTIFICATION FORM? 
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They must self-cer�fy the type of driving in which they operate or expect to operate in i.e., Non-
excepted Interstate; Non-excepted Intrastate; Excepted Interstate; or Excepted Intrastate. 

The self-cer�fica�on process will iden�fy commercial drivers that operate in Non-excepted 
transporta�on, therefore iden�fying which drivers are required to submit a copy of their valid Medical 
Examiner’s Cer�ficate to PennDOT. 

ARE THERE ANY EXEMPTIONS FROM THE CDL PROGRAM? 

Yes, there are excep�ons. 

The below list indicates which individuals are not required to obtain a CDL to drive a specified CMV: 

• a firefighter who has a cer�ficate of authoriza�on from his fire chief while opera�ng fire or 
emergency vehicles registered to the fire department; 

• a driver of a farm vehicle which is controlled and operated by a farmer and used exclusively to 
transport agricultural products, farm machinery, or farm supplies to or from a farm owned or 
operated by the owner of the farm vehicle. The farm vehicle may not be used in common or 
contract carriage and may be used only within 150 miles of the farm; 

• ac�ve-duty military personnel, personnel on full-�me Na�onal Guard duty, personnel on inac�ve 
Na�onal Guard duty training or part-�me Na�onal Guard training and Na�onal Guard military 
technicians who are required to wear military uniforms while opera�ng equipment owned or 
operated by the Department of Defense. 

WHAT ARE THE CLASSES OF COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSES? 

In accordance with the licensing requirements of the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act, the license 
classifica�ons are: 

• CLASS A – combina�on vehicle with a gross vehicle weight ra�ng of 26,001 pounds or more, 
provided the gross vehicle weight ra�ng of the vehicle being towed is in excess of 10,000 
pounds. 

• CLASS B – single vehicles with a gross vehicle weight ra�ng of 26,001 pounds or more, or any 
such vehicle towing a vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds. 

• CLASS C – single vehicles with a gross vehicle weight ra�ng of less than 26,001 pounds if the 
vehicle is: transpor�ng hazardous materials requiring placarding; is designed to transport 16 or 
more passengers, including the driver; or, is a school bus. 

 

WHAT ARE THE REQUIRED ENDORSEMENTS? 

The opera�on of certain vehicles also requires the drivers to possess commercial endorsements in 
addi�on to possessing the proper class of license. 

http://www.northernprotects.com/


 

P: 717.496.9145 
support@cnstrains.com 

cnstrains.com 
 

151 Koser Road Lititz, PA 17543 
717.496.9145 

CNS Driver Training Center | 3 
cnstrains.com 

 

• endorsement H authorizes the driver to operate a vehicle transpor�ng hazardous materials 
requiring placarding 

• endorsement N authorizes the driver to operate tank vehicles 
• endorsement X hazardous materials and tank vehicle (H,N) 
• endorsement P authorizes the driver to operate vehicles carrying passengers 
• endorsement S authorizes the driver to operate a school bus (a School Bus endorsement card 

will be issued annually) 
• endorsement T authorizes the driving of double and triple trailers 
• restric�on L restricts the driver to vehicles NOT equipped with air brakes 
• restric�on B/M restricts the driver from a class A bus 
• restric�on C/N restricts the driver from a class A or B bus 
• restric�on E restricts the driver from driving manual transmission commercial vehicles 
• restric�on K limits a driver to only operate in intrastate commerce 
• restric�on O restricts a driver from driving a truck tractor/semi-trailer combina�on 
• restric�on Z restricts a driver from driving a full air-brake equipped vehicle 

 

WHAT TESTS DO I NEED TO TAKE? 

You will need to pass the Knowledge Tests that are required for the class of license, restric�on, and 
endorsements you wish to possess. 

A general knowledge test for the Class A or Class B and C license must be successfully completed by all 
CDL applicants. 

The informa�on needed to pass these tests is contained in the CDL driver’s manual. This manual is 
available on PennDOT’s website. Please read and study this manual carefully. 

LICENSE KNOWLEDGE TEST 
(WRITTEN) 

*SKILLS TEST 

CLASS A 70 Questions YES 

CLASS B  50 Questions YES 

CLASS C 50 Questions YES 

PASSENGER ENDORSEMENT 20 Questions YES (in bus) 

SCHOOL BUS ENDORSEMENT 25 Questions YES (must be in a school bus) 

http://www.northernprotects.com/


 

P: 717.496.9145 
support@cnstrains.com 

cnstrains.com 
 

151 Koser Road Lititz, PA 17543 
717.496.9145 

CNS Driver Training Center | 4 
cnstrains.com 

 

 (passenger endorsement 
required) 

 

DOUBLES/TRIPLES ENDORSEMENT 20 Questions NO 

TANK VEHICLE ENDORSEMENT 20 Questions NO 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
ENDORSEMENT  

30 Question NO 

L/Z AIR BRAKE RESTRICTION 
REMOVAL 

25 Questions YES (in vehicles equipped with 
air brakes) 

C/N RESTRICTION REMOVAL  NO YES (in a class B bus) 

E RESTRICTION REMOVAL NO YES 

K RESTRICTION REMOVAL NO NO 

O RESTRICTION REMOVAL NO YES 

 

Certain Oral and Spanish tests are available (by appointment only). 

*SKILLS TESTS: 

A�er obtaining knowledge test authoriza�on(s) and passing the required knowledge test(s), you will also 
need to take a skills test in the class and type of vehicle you intend to drive. The skills test includes a pre-
trip inspec�on, and off-the-road maneuver, and vehicle parking exercise. Once again, a more detailed 
descrip�on of this test can be found in the CDL Driver’s Manual. 

Skills tes�ng cannot be taken un�l 15 days a�er the knowledge tes�ng is passed and a permit is issued. 
However, you may call the number below to schedule skills tes�ng immediately a�er passing a 
knowledge test or schedule on-line. 

DO YOU KNOW OF COMPANIES LOOKING TO HIRE? 

Yes. With the driver shortage in the trucking industry, there are a lot of companies looking for qualified 
drivers. We work with mul�ple local trucking companies that offer a variety of trucking opportuni�es. 

DO YOU OFFER NIGHT AND WEEKEND AVAILABILITY? 

Yes, we offer weekend training and evening training when daylight permits. 
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WHAT IS ACCELERATED TRAINING? 

Accelerated training is offered to qualified applicants. If you currently hold a class B CDL and are 
upgrading to Class A, you may be qualified for accelerated. If hold either a Class A or Class B CDL with 
restric�ons, you may qualify for accelerated. 

DO YOU DO YOUR OWN CDL TESTING? 

Yes, CNS Driver Training Center is now a CDL Third Party Tes�ng site. Whether you need training and a 
test or just the test we can help. 

DO YOU TEST ON THE SAME EQUIPMENT YOU TRAIN ON? 

Yes, we do our best to keep you in the same truck that you trained in. 

WHAT RESTRICTIONS DO I HAVE IF I TEST IN A HOT SHOT RIG (AIRBRAKES RESTRICTION, MANUAL 
RESTRICTION, 5TH WHEEL)? 

If you take your test in a hot shot rig, you will have and L restric�on which prohibits you from driving a 
truck equipped with Air Brakes 

You will have an E restric�on which prohibits you from driving a manual commercial motor vehicle. 

You will have an O restric�on which prohibits you from driving a semi-tractor trailer truck with a 5th 
wheel hook up. 

WHEN YOU GET YOUR DOT PHYSICAL, IS A DRUG TEST INVOLVED? 

No, a drug screen is not performed during a DOT physical. 

HOW MANY DUI’S CAN I HAVE ON MY RECORD? 

You can only have one DUI on your record, but a second DUI on your record would disqualify you for life 
in the state of Pennsylvania. 
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